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SUCKLING, John 
 

Lance Corporal, 58920 
1st Garrison Battalion, West Yorkshire Regiment  
(Prince of Wales' Own) 
formerly Garrison Battalion, Suffolk 
Regiment 
formerly 5464, 17th Battalion, Middlesex 
Regiment 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Saturday 26th October 1918 
Died of illness in Malta 
Aged 22 years 
 
John Suckling was born on the 15th February 1896 and was the eldest son and 
second child of John and Eliza Kate, nee Ridgewell, and they lived at 8 Pound Row.  
He was baptised at St Mary’s Church, Haverhill on the 12th April 1896. 
 
His father, grandfather and great grandfather were also called John so he was also 
known as Jack.  His parents married on the 5th August 1894 at St Mary’s Church.  By 
1901 Jack, his parents and three other siblings, were living at 4, Mount Road with his 
father working as a bricklayer.  Ten years later the family had grown and Jack was 
one of five sons and three daughters and they were then living at 10 Mount Road. 
His mother was working as a hair weaver and Jack had left school and was working 
as a marine stores assistant. 
 
On the 15th November 1915 Jack enlisted in Chelmsford, Essex giving his address 
as 26 Henry Road and his occupation was a radium grinder.  He was nineteen years 
and nine months old.  He joined the 23rd Battalion Middlesex Regiment as Private 
No. 5464.   
 
He completed his training and was stationed at home until 24th July 1916 when he 
embarked at Folkestone to Boulogne.  Then on the 2nd August 1916 Jack was 
posted to the 17th Middlesex Field.  By the 8th November 1916 Jack was unwell and 
being treated for Bronchitis and by 17th November he was sent back to England unfit 
to fight.  He was treated for his illness at St Luke’s War Hospital in Halifax which was 
a long way from home, but on the 20th December 1916 just in time for Christmas he 
was granted a furlough to 10 Mount Road, Haverhill, until the 30th.  His illness must 
have continued as Jack was then sent to the military hospital in Tipperary, Ireland.  
He stayed there from the 20th January until 2nd August 1917. 
 
Jack was then transferred to the 1st Garrison Battalion Suffolk Regiment as Private 
No. 38200.  He didn’t stay there long as on the 8th October 1917 he was transferred 
again to the 1st Garrison Battalion West Yorkshire Regiment, as Private No. 58920 
and embarked from England to Malta.  Jack belonged to the Fire Brigade there and 
was described by one of his friends as “very bright and cheerful, and although often 
unwell he never complained”.  On the 16th September 1918 Jack was appointed as 
an unpaid Lance Corporal.  Unfortunately though Jack became ill again and on the 
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26th October 1918 he died in hospital.  The cause of death was said to be Influenza 
and Broncho-pneumonia. 
 
The South West Suffolk Echo of 23rd November 1918 reported that:  
‘Mr. and Mrs. J. Suckling, of 10 Mount Road, Haverhill, have been informed of the 
death of their son, Lance-Corpl. J. Suckling, of the West Yorkshire Regiment, at 
Malta. Deceased, who was 22 years of age, joined up about three years ago, and 
had seen much service in France. He passed away at Malta on October 26th as a 
result of influenza, bronchitis and pneumonia. The following letter has been received 
from a chum: "Will you please accept my deepest sympathy on the loss of your dear 
son Jack. We have been friends for a long time, even before we left England. 
Knowing he came from Haverhill, and I lived at Barnardiston Hall in 1906 we used to 
have some nice talks of the district. We all indeed are very sorry to lose him, and we 
shall miss him very much. He was very bright and cheerful, and although often very 
unwell he never complained. We buried him at Pieta Cemetery amongst many other 
brave lads. The coffin was placed on a gun carriage, covered by the Union Jack, and 
drawn by five mules. The Military band and about 150 men followed him. The service 
was very comprehensive, and I am sure our hearts went out to you all very much, 
being so far away. There were six beautiful wreaths, from the Fire Brigade, to which 
he belonged, also from the Officers and N.C.O.'s, as well as the Company. I can 
assure you it showed how well he was respected by all who knew him. May God 
comfort you in all your sorrow and help you through is my earnest wish.’ 
 
He was buried with honour at Pieta Military Cemetery which is near Valetta, Malta..   
 

His Headstone bears the 
inscription: 

UNTIL THE DAY BREAK 

He is also remembered on the 
memorial plaque in the Old 
Independent Church. 
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John Suckling was awarded the Victory and British Medals. 
  
 

 
 

 

 
In 1917, John’s brother Private Stanley Suckling was badly wounded in the thigh and 
admitted to the hospital in Rouen. 


